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Considaration of Vetoed Bills
During a Special Session Call
by the Governor

Honorable Cecil A. Partee
President
Illinois State Senat
gpringfield, Illinoj

Dear Mr. Partea:

erein you ask the following

¥'bills to tlm houu of o:iq:ln at the
séion called by the Governor commencing

2. 1f the Secretary must return all vetoed bills,
must the Legislature act uwpon such bills within

the time limits set im Article IV, Section 9(c)

or may such bills be retained by the body of orxigin
for action at the veto session which convenes on -
November 17, 19767




Honorable Cecil A. Partee - 2.

It is my opinion that the Secretary of State is
neither required nor authorized to return all vetoed bills
at the Special saui.’m’_. The Secretary ia only regquired and
authorized to return those bills that come within the limited

subject matter stated in the Governor's Special Session
Proclamation. |

During a Special Session the Mral Asaembly may
only consider legislation that pextains to the purpose of
the Special s@aam as stated in théA Governor's Proclamation.
Section 5(b) of article IV of the 1970 Constitution reads
as follows:

*(b) The Governor may convene the General
Assenbly or the Senate alone in spacial session
by a proclamaticn stating the purpose of the
session; and only business emcompassed b} such
mtgotm wvith any impeachments or
confirmation of appointments shall be trans-
acted. Spacial sessions of the General _
Assenbly may also be convened by joint proclama-
tion of the presiding officers of both houses,
issued as provided by law." (emphasis added.)

In opinion No. §-548 (1972 Ill. Att'y., Gen. Op.
294), I advised. that during a Special Session the Genexal

Assenbly may consider bills introduced in the Regular Session




Honorable Cecil A. Partee - 3,

only when they relate to the subject matter of the Governor's
Proclamation. I stated in that opinion that:
“# # ¢ [Llegislation introduced in a Regular
Session of the Ganeral Aassembly may be considared
by a Special Session of the same General Assembdly,

£0 long as it comes within the limited subject

matter of the Special Session Proclamation.
* % & "

Section 9(b) of article IV of the Illinols Consti-
tution of 1970 requires the Secretary of State to return
vetoed bills “to the eiiqingtinq house promptly upon the next
meeting of the same General Assembly at which the bill can
be considered®. (emphasis added.) Becuase only bills which
relate to the subject matter of the Special sSessiocn Froclama-
~ tion can be considered during a spocial Session, the Secretary
of State is only rmired to return vetoad bills vmi.c:h come
within the stated purpose of the Special Session. oaly
those bills can be considered.

This conclusion is cenfirmed by the explanation of
gection 9(b) given by the Style, Drafting and smimtm
Committee of the 1970 Constitutional Convention as to the

reason the phrase "at which the bill can be considered" was




Bonoradle Ceail A. Partee - 4,

added to section 9(b). The Conmittee's Proposal Humber 10
reads in pertinent part as follows (VI Record of Proceedings
1554) s
] L 2 O
These words have been added to cover the four :
types of ‘next meeting' of the same General Assenbly:
(a} The next regular session;
(b) An adjourned meeting of the same regular
session; : _
(c) A special eession called by joint preoclama-
tion of the legislative leaders: and
(d) A special session called by the Governor.
The returned bill can alwaysz be considered at
(a) and (b)r can be considered at (¢) if the legisla-
tive leaders so providey and at (d) if the Governor

30 provides.
* o e o

It is clear from the Committee's explanation that
during a Special Session called by the Govazné:. the General
;AssQMhly has power to consider only vetoed billsz or other
bills that come within the subject matter of the Governar’sA
Proclamation.

The answer to your second question is, as stated.
above, that the Secretary of State is required and authoriszed
to return only those bills within the sudbject matter of the
Special Session. ' |

Very truly yours,

" ATTORNEY GENERAL




